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Midwest Environmental Law Caucus organizes
By Kathy Fox
Forum Editor

On February 11, the Midwest Environmental Law Caucus had its
organizational meeting. The new
group, which has just formed, is
open to all law students and faculty.
Professsor Robert Blomquist
was the key speaker and talked on
the "Trials and Tribulations of the
Environmental Litigator."
Blomquist, the founder of the
group, said he felt the major theme
of environmental law is "the beauty of complexity." Given the enormous reach of the electronic world
and the complex problems that
face the modern world (like
nuclear war and transboundary
pollution), he pointed out that
everything affects everything else
in modern society.
Blomquist himself worked for
nine years trying environmental
cases in both state and federal
courts. He has worked on both
pesticide cases and nuclear plant
cases, as well as represented the
Sierra Club and the National
Wildlife Association in getting a
casino to build away from national
swamplands.
He pointed out five key
chaJJenges for lawyers who litigate
env·r
t
i "
frankly admit I do~'t know 'the
answers to many of the five questions."
He first pointed out that every
environmental case is a big case there is no such thing as a small environmental case. These cases involve highly technological equitr
ment, concern over which animals
will be disrupted in their habitat,
possible water runoff, and the
prior use of the land.
The second challenge is
understanding and applying
"mind-boggling" concepts and ter-

minology from a wide range of subjects including oceanography and
nuclear physics.
Thirdly, the environmental
lawyer plays a game of high
stakes. The outcome of each case
will have an impact on life itself
and future generations of life. "It
is life itself, and future generations ... he (the environmental
litigator) is dealing with," Blomquist said.
The environmental lawyer also
faces the problem of understanding arcane language and the complexity of modern environmental
statutes. Many ambiguities exist in
environmental statutes, and Blomquist feels that the 1986 amendments dealing with the cleanup of
toxic waste is comparable to the
new tax code in complexity and
cross-references.
Fihally, the lawyer must work
for years, and sometimes decades
in litigating environmental cases.
One case Blomquist worked on that
dealt with shipworms that were
destroying docks and ships along
the Atlantic coastline took up
seven years of his career. The firm
he worked for had had the case for
five years before that.
If the environmental lawyer is
extremely lucky, he might get
some glamour out of the case, but
mot o w · t
·
work.
The ultimate fulfillment of the
environmental litigator, Blomquist
added, is seeking order out of
chaos. Environmental law "involves patterns infinitely complex
yet infinitely beautiful," he added.
Blomquist said he wants the newlyformed group to be run by and for
the students at the law school. He
suggested that as founder of the
group, he act as a catalyst until the
students can really get it running
smoothly.
He suggested that the group

could possibly take a field trip to a
nuclear power plan and eventually
file amicus briefs in various environmental cases. He has also invited U.S. Congressmen Jim Jontz
and the environmental assistant of
U.S. Senator Richard Lugar to
speak at the law school in April on

VU team wins first place
By Kathy Fox
Forum Editor

Lisa Wyatt and Barbara Bolling,
VU's Client Counseling team, won
first place in the regional competition.

finals on Sunday, a team had to win
at least once on Saturday. Valpo's
team won its first round against
Notre Dame and the University of
Illinois, but John Marshall won the
second round that Valpo competed
in on Saturday.

Valpo ~ team won it's final round against
Notre Dame and the University of Illinois.
The Client Counseling Competition regional competition was held
at the VU School of Law on Feb. 28
and March 1.
Nine teams from various
Midwestern law schools competed
in the regional held here at VU.
In order to advance to the semi-

On Sunday, Valpo defeated IUlndianapolis and Loyola University in the first round and the University of Illinois in the second round
to advance to the nationals.
As many as twelve teams (one
from each region throughout the
United States and Canada) may be

Attention!

competing in the national competition, Professor Ruth Vance, team
coach, said. The national competition will be held in Toronto on
March 'n and 28.
Wyatt, Bolling, team alternate
Ron Kurpiers, and Prof. Vance will
all be attending the nationals.
Vance said Assistant Dean Curt
Cichowski, who was in charge of
hosting the competition here,
received many compliments on the
new law school facilities and how
the competition was run.
Cichowski and ABA/LSD
representative Toir.· 'evizos put in
a lot of time coordinating
everything, Vance said.
Vance said the competition gave
other schools a chance to see the
VUs new law school facilities and
gave VU a chance to impress
others.
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as opposed to secret ballot. Tim
hazardous waste management.
The group is open to VU law Baker was elected President, Bill
students, alumni and faculty, and Hefron was elected · ViceBlomquist added that others can President, Scott Ellis was elected
be invited to participate in lectures Secretary and Barb Bolling was
or seminars the caucus might host. · elected Treasurer. A reception was
Officers for the newly formed held in the atrium of the law school
group were elected b~ public vote after the meeting.

-

The photos of
Lembke Hall in
the last issue of
The Forum were
taken by third
year law student
Rollie Norris. He
was inadvertently
not given credit
for these photos.
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Why Celebrate Law Week?
With Law Week rapidly approaching, it seemed appropriate
to spend a few minutes dwelling on
the subject.
Not all law schools have a Law
Week or its equivalent. There is a
national Law Day in May (or so
Curt Cichowski told me). Yet since
"time immemorial,, the VU
School of Law has taken an entire
week in the spring to celebrate
.. law".
Why, you might ask, would
anyone in their right mind voluntarily celebrate the law? After all,

the law is the cause of much grief
and sorrow for law students on
numerous occassions. Who could
ever forget giving up spring break
in Florida to write an entire appellate brief during our first year of
law school? Or the numerous allnighters trying futilely to get
caught up on reading assignments?
The answer is obvious: By
organizing Law Week, the Student
Bar Association has given us an entire week to sit back and relax.
Events have been planned for practically every day during Law

Week.
Some of the activities are free
such as the talks being sponsored
by the Association of Trial Lawyers
of American (ATLA) and the
Women Law Students Association
(WLSA). Others, such as Barristers and the Faculty Roast, cost
and still others, such as the Dedication Dinner, require an invitation.
The activities are wide-ranging
enough to attract even the most
fickle student. Lectures, dinners,
dances and skits. The SBA should
be commended for a well-planned

Law Week.
Amid my rambling in this
editorial, I do have a point to make.
Not all law schools (in fact, very
few law schools) have anything like
Law Week. So, kick off your shoes,
lean back and enjoy.
If nothing else, attending a few of
these activities will give you a good
excuse nut to be prepared in class
the next day. Attending some of
these activities will also give you a
chance to enjoy yourself, which is
at times practically impossible to
do in law school.

Dear Third Year:
Dear Third Year,
I heard that there is a new
organization called JALSA.
These new associations are
getting a little out of hand.
Come on now, what's so
great about New Jersey? If
these people love New
Jersey so much, why didn't
they stay there and go to
Rutgers or Seton Hall?
What vital community functions do these "Gardeners"
perform?

Association. They perform
the vital function of making
us all happy that we all
don't talk or act like them.
Dear Third Year,
After observing law
students for several months, I have come to the conclusion that these people
must be suffering from
some sort of mental
disorder. What do you
think?

Signed, Disgusted
Signed,

Amateur
Psychologists

the law school or opening a
simple combination lock.
Another symptom of this
disease is an almost
obsessive attachment to inanimate objects. Subjects
in the lL stage have an
almost slavish devotion to
the Xerox machines and
citation bluebooks. People
in the advanced stage seem
obsessed with Gilberts and
Nutshells, and the attachment becomes more frantic
at the end of the school
term.
The pinball reaction is
another symptom that ocg
•

' up of peoJALSA is made

ple who probably wish they
were attending the finer
educational institutions you
mentioned. However, due to
their obvious mental deficiencies, they have congregated here to console
each other. From reviewing
their last meeting report,
the group would more appropriately be called Junior
Alcoholics Law Students

0

•

the most stressful period of
finals, law students tend to
Dear Amateur,
Most law students are suf- bounce off of walls, ceilings
fering from what the and furniture without exWildhage · Institute of hibiting any pain response.
Technology (W. I. T.) calls Rapidly losing their sense
senile dementis legalesa, · of reality, victims of the
which often occurs soon disorder may talk to
after the subject enters law themselves and often resschool. The student is pond to their own questions.
For
further
unable to master simple
tasks such as getting developments, watch this
through the front doors of column - unless you

yourself are overcome by
senile dementia legalesa. If
the latter happens, relax
and enjoy!
Dear Third Year,
Who is in charge of hiring
and firing faculty members
around here? I think it is
time for Sue B. to be given
her walking papers and go!
All she ever does is write
"PV" on every line of my
papers. Any kindergarten
kid would be willing to do
that for a dollar or two a
month, a considerable savings con idering Sue's
salary.
Signed, Legal Writing Expert
Dear Expert,
Legal Writing's always a
pain. Just think, you're
almost through with it. Until then, maybe you could
buy Sue some crayons.
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THE F'ORUM is a student created publication designed
to present in an accurate and objective manner the news
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To this end, the editors welcome comments and suggestions from the student body and faculty.
"Yru have oot converted a man because yru have silenced
him."
John Viscounte Morley
"On Compromise" 1874
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Cindy Coldiron
Rollie Norris
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The .opinions expressed are those of the by-lined authors and not
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Kohlhoff remembers

Kohlhoff

If I told you I grew up in a
simpler, gentler time, you probably would say, "Yea, we know,
you had to brush your teeth with
Arm and Hammer baking soda."
Truth to tell, by some of your
perceptions it may have been
even worse than that, but to me,
those were the good times .
The family income during the
early years of the Depression
fluctuated at around five dollars
a week. Dad worked for his
grandfather in a family business
and was lucky to have a job. We
lived in a huge, old Victorian
house with a front porch which
stretched across the entire front
and wound half way around the
other side. It was ornamented
with gingerbread trim, and at the
back, there was a root cellar, a
rain barrel, and a grape arbor. A
ghost lived in the root cellar... so
my sister told me every night just
before it got dark in our
bedroom. Frequently, "bums" as
they were commonly called, who
were really victims of the Depression, stopped by the rain barrel
for water. Mother always gave
them a plate heaped with hot
food, then scalded the fork and
dish after they had gone on their
way.
It was the family homestead.
Mother's parents lived there, too.
Grandma had what we would call
rheumatoid arthritis. She never
walked after her fortieth year,
but in her special chair, she could
hold you and rock you to heaven.
Grandpa had heart disease and
died when I was three months
old. His last words were, "There-our baby's crying." That was me.
According to my sister, I cried
from birth onward. Since my
mother was the youngest in her
family, it was her and Dad's lot
to remain in the homestead and
care for her aging parents.
Grandma continued that way un-
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til her eightieth year. My parents
never complained that I can
remember.
For dress, my sis and I had
about three changes of outfits,
give or take a blouse or two. Two
were for "everyday" and one was
for Sunday. In cold weather,
because there was no central
heating, we had to wear long
underwear and, over that, long,
cotten stockings. When you tried
to pull up the stockings, the legs
of the underwear came up, too,
leaving rolls of underwear
beneath each knee. Mother did
laundry four or five times a week
so we could have a clean outfit
each day. My clothes were always
garments my sister had
outgrown. But, when I finally
grew into her "good velvet dress,"
I thought I had turned into a
princess.
For food, we ate mostly what
Dad grew in the garden and
Mother canned--processed--in the
kitchen.
Left-overs
and
perishables were kept in an
icebox for which ice blocks were
delivered two or three times
weekly, especially in hot weather.
A real summertime treat was to
follow the ice wagon and pick up
slivers and small chunks of ice to
eat which fell to the street. In
polio season, though, which were
the "d days" of August, you
couldn't do that for fear of infection. You couldn't swim in the
lake, then, either--or go to the
Saturday matinee. Dad would
come to our rescue by making
candy or ice cream and letting us
"help."
For play, I had a.ne doll I could
call my own. Sis and I shared
crayons, coloring books, and a
bicycle. Actually, we didn't really share them. We fought over
them, mostly. She always hid the
red crayon. Still, we had to makedo because that was all there was.
In summertime, we used

hollyhock
blossoms
and
toothpicks to make dolls. Mother
encouraged us to use them to
decorate places at the dinner
table. One year on Christmas
Eve, Dad arranged for Santa
Claus to come to our house in person. He brought us each a new
pair of red, rubber boots. Mother
said years later that she felt their
being red would make it easier to
bear.
I attended a parochial sch9ol,
poor by today's standards. A
pastor watched over the teachers,
and the teachers watched over us.
Discipline was strict. But, fair. I
deservedly spent more than one
ten-minute stint standing in the
corner with my tearful face to the
wall. Each new school year,
Mother bought us three new pencils and one thick tablet. I had a
canvas book satchel which I hauled home every night loaded with
books and assignments. Dad had
to explain the word problems in
math because I could never get
them by myself. At school, the
teacher's desk sat on a platform
at the front of the classroom. A
dozen times a day I trudged up
and down the platform with my
sentences and paragraphs, trying
to get the words arranged correctly on my papers. I suspect the
teachers thought I was a pest, but
they h lped me, anyway. In
catechism class, pastor said I
would be more pleasing to God if
I were a little bit less determined. Who, moi?
That simpler, gentler time is
past. The years gave way to the
War, and after that, almost
everybody got rich. Families no
longer had to live together in
homesteads. Grandparents were
sent to nursing homes. Dads
made enough money to buy food
at the supermarkets, and the
gardens were abandoned. Homecanned fruits and vegetables gave
way to fast foods which could be

eaten on-the-run. Kids acquired
so many clothes and other
mJlterial possessions their folks
had to rent U -Haul trailers to
tnove them off to college. Grandma's rocker, the ice wagon, long
underwear, and red, rubber boots
faded into memories.
So much now is different.
Sometimes, I just ignore TV and
the newspapers because the
reports are too depressing. Our
society appears to be breaking
down at every level. I read about
elderly
folk
abandoned ... dysfunctional
families ... broken homes ... bag
ladies and street people...drug
abusers ... run-away
teens ... suicidal teens ... molested,
abused children. The list of
agonies in endless.
Where are the values that nurture, sustain, and comfort? People are supposed to be
resourceful and hard-working.
Families are to support each
other and stay together. Children
should be loved and disciplined
and affirmed and eased into
adulthood. Everybody ought to
know by now that there is more
to life than looking out for
number one.
Oh, I guess I'm just getting
old .. .looking at the past through
rose-colored lenses ...only imagining that peop-le are going
bonkers. I remind myself of what
Prof. Gramley said in the last
issue of The Forum. "Even
though all we ever hear on the
news or read in the newspapers
leads us to believe that our country is slowly becoming an unpleasant place to be, when you really
get out and look around, you
realize that people are basically
good and that we really do have
it all." I hope he is right. I'd like
to believe that somewhere--out
there--kids still make dolls with
hollyhock
blossoms
and
toothpicks.

Apply now for Federal Judicial Clerkship
By Gail Peshel
Those of you in your second
semester, second year, NOW is the
time for you to apply for full time
employment following graduation
IF the employment you wish is a
Federal

Judicial

Clerkship.

federal tax court hires clerks.
Some state and federal courts also
hire " pool clerks" to serve the entire court. In addition, Staff and
Motions Clerks broaden the range
of possibilities. None of these opportunities should be overlooked in
the application process. They are

Grades are important to judges, but not
the sole criteria for all of them.

Although there is no specific
deadline, it is advisable to apply
now in order to be considered by
the majority of the federal judges.
State level judges usually hire on
an as-needed basis. Many state
level judges have not yet hired
clerks to replace those clerks
scheduled to leave this summer.
There are several classifications
of clerkship: federal appellate and
trial and state appellate and trial.
Most federal bankruptcy judges
and magistrates hire cler s. The

always interesting, frequently turn
on criteria other than academic
performance and will invariably
enhance your professional reputa-tion. Positions taken by recent
clerks of the Indiana Court of Appeals include the Securities and
Exchange Commission, D.C., the
Justice Department, Toxic Torts
Section, D.C, and a Louisvillebased law firm.
The federal circuit court
clerkships are highly competitive
and will probably afford you ac-

cess to associate positions in any
geographic area you choose .
Generally area is a very critical
consideration. If you choose a
geographic area where you would
want to practice law, your
clerkship is then beneficial for both
the experience and for the contacts. (Join the local bar association as well).
Grades are important to judges,
but not the sole criteria for all of all
them. Geographical area, contacts
and interests are important to
many judges. It should be noted,
however, that federal judges
generally choose clerks from applicants in the top 10 percent to 15
percent of their class. Although top
academics are always a factor,
state clerkship positions seem to
include other criteria as well and
do not rely as heavily upon
academics.
The Career Services office has a
number of resources which will aid
you in your clerkship search: 1) a
1987 listing of Illinois Judges, indicating number of clerkships
available, application time frame,
and selection criteria ; 2) the National Association for Law Placement "Federal and State Judicial
Clerkship Directory'' - lists

judges nationwide, number of
clerkships available, application
time frame, and selection criteria;
and 3) "The American Bench,
Judges of the Nation" give helpful
biographical information about
each judge.
If you wish to send a blanket
mailing to all judges in a given
area, ''The Federal Court Directory," which is on reserve in the
library, is an excellent resource.
Other resources are named in the
bibliography section of the Career
Services Handbook. Additional
copies of the bibliograpby are
available in Career Services.
First year law students may
wish to review the NALP Federal
and State Judicial Clerkship Directory for tho5e judges who indicate
they hire student clerks.
Gail Peshel was elected
Regional Representative to the National Nominations Committee at
the National Association of Law
Placement Midwest Regional
meeting in January. The Regional
Representative is one of two positions elected at regional level.
Gail, and representatives from
the Northeast, West/Rocky Mountain and Southeast regions, will
serve as representatives in 1988.
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ChriStian Legal Society S
k'
.
h
ld
ummer c 1er tng semtnar e
sponsors symposium
Fox
By Kathy

Forum Editor

By Kathy Fox
Forum Editor

On F'ebruary 11, the Career Services Office offered a seminar on
''Summer Clerking After One Year
of Law School."
Matt Pappas was the first
speaker and pointed out that "it's
really hard" to get a clerking job
after the first year of law school.
He said that many firms will not be
looking to hire first year law
students; they will want second
years who already have clerking
experience.
Pappas said he got his clerking
job primarily through people he
already knew. He sent out resumes
to his hometown and also to nonlawyers asking if they knew of any
positions available.
He also urged students to figure
out the geographic~! area where
they want to work once they
graduate from law school.
Students should try particularly
hard to get a summer clerking job
in that area.
Al Keiser, who clerked for the
judge of the Lake County Superior
Court in East Chicago last summer, said he had originally planned just to take a course and work
in the law library over the summer.
Keiser said at the beginning of
the summer, he had more spare
time than he had anticipated. He
had heard a lot about the judge, so
he called the judge and asked him
if he had a clerking position
available. He interviewed with the
judge and got hired the next day.
For the first two weeks, Keiser
sat in the courtroom and observed,
because the judge wanted him to
get a "feel" for what court proeemngs are reany like. 1ben
Keiser wrote opinions and did
research for the judge.
Keiser said one of his classmates
sent a resume to the same judge in
January and got no response. He
advised first years to be careful
about when they apply for
clerkships because timing can
make a difference in getting a job.
Susan . Matyus worked for the

asylum in the U.S. because they
have no written documentation of
what the military in those countries is doing. McConnell blames
this on the fact that the U.S. cannot
give asylum to refugees of countries it is supporting because this
would create a contradiction for
the government.
"We cannot keep people from
standing up, fighting for dignity,
fighting for freedom ... by continuing to fund military dictatorships,''
he added.
He pointed out that the refugees
do not want to stay in America they are lonely and want to return
home. "Our ultimate goal is to
make El Salvador and Guatemala
sanctuaries so people can return
there," he concluded.
The sanctuary movement is exactly that- a movement without a
single head, said Reverend Joseph
Ellwanger, pastor of the Cross
Lutheran Church of Milwaukee. It
was a grass roots eruption of people running to the U.S and being
sent back to the harassment in
Central America.
In the fall of 1982, Ellwinger's
congregation was asked to endorse
three congregations in Milwaukee
as sanctuaries. As an endorser, the
congregation had to send a public
letter to the Attorney General and
legislators stating that the congregation was willing to take a
stand with the refugees.
On September 15, 1983, Ellwinger's congregation became a
sanctuary - a movement away
from just being an endorser. The
congregation now has a refugee
living on church property.
Part o the congregation's decision, Ellwinger said, was based on
the Bible's teaching that people
should obey God's, not man's, law,
Ellwinger also compared the sanctuary
movement to the
underground railroad system
which helped escaped slaves and
added that to not join the sanctuary movement would be silently
affirm what the U.S. government
was doing. Finally, a Salvadoran
family spoke to the congregation

public defender's office in
Waukegan, Illinois last summer.
She said she walked in on a Friday
morning, handed in her resume,
and the public defender said, "I'll
see you Monday morning.''
Matyus worked on criminal
defense cases the entire summer.
She said she did not originally
favor that area of Jaw, but after
clerking, it really "opened her
eyes.'' She now thinks she might
like to focus on that area of the Jaw.
When interviewing, Matyus said
her boss was not really concerned
about her grades. He told her all he
really wanted was someone
dedicated and hardworking.
She also got to participate in plea
negotiations. She would present
the plea and the prosecutor could
either accept it or take it to trial in
the afternoon in the misdemeanor
court.
Many of the defendants are
scared of the legal system, she added, and she had to explain
everything to them as the case proceeded. She also wrote up order
forms and gave them to the judge
to approve or deny.
Matyus said she did not do much
writing in her clerkship and did a
minimal amount of research. She
added that she concentrated more
on criminal procedure than
criminal law.
She concluded that the public
defender's office is a good place to
clerk, especially since she got a lot
of courtroom experience.
Mary Jane Rhoades clerked for
a small, general practice firm in
Michigan. She did almost aJJ
research and writing work over the
summer and spent very little time
in the courtroom.
She urged first year law students
to work hard in their legal writing
course so they will be prepared to
draft documents in their clerking
jobs.
Rhoades added that she had
worked in this firm before as a
legal secretary, so she already had
a contact to get a summer clerking
job. She encouraged first year law
students who have contacts with
any law firms at all to exhaust

these contacts.
She added that clerks should not
get discouraged if they do not get
paid that much, because the experience is really what the clerks
should be after.
The benefits of a clerking job,
Rhoades said, are the experience
and the fact that the student can
use the clerkship on his resume to
his advantage.
She advised students to keep
outlines they make in class to use
as a reference. When they get a
clerking job, they might not have
any idea where to start their
research, and their outlines can be
a starting point.
Clerks, Rhoades added, do a lot
of work that otherwise would not
get done or that the attorneys do
not want to do, but fii'St year Jaw
clerks cannot be too particular
about the work they do.
Robert Scott worked in a firm in
Indianapolis and worked mostly on
corporate law and litigation.
First years have an advantage,
Scott said, because the attorneys
know the student is a first year and
that the student does not know
everything. Therefore, the attorneys will walk the student
through projects and make sure
the student knows what is going on.
Scott said it was 'tough but not
impossible'' for first years to get
clerking jobs. Clerking after the
first year of law school also makes
it easier to get a job after thesecond year of law school.
The experience is the most important part of clerking, since it
gives the student a good idea of
bow things in the legal system actually work, ScoU said. Working
the first year also give the student
references, which will help hiril get
in better firms the next summer.
Scott also emphasized the importance of the legal writing course,
and he added that he even used
some of the handouts from legal
writing in his clerkship.
He urged first years to try to
start in tbe area they want to work
in when they graduate. He pointed
out that even a first year job ·can
lead to a permanent position in a
firm.

On February 19, the Christian
Legal Society and the law school
,;ponsored a symposium entitled
"The Sanctuary Movement Christians in Conflict with U.S.
Central American Policy.''
The purpose of the symposium
was to examine the Christian community's role in providing sanctuary to Central American
refugees fleeing persecution.
Reverend Michael McConnell,
the first speaker, said the "United
States government is at war in
Central America,'' but this war is
undeclared and covert.
The war, he continued, is low intensity for Americans in terms of
press coverage and the number of
troops involved. But the war is not
low intensity for Central
Americans, since it has destroyed
their family life and their society.
McConnell, a United Church of
Christ minister from Chicago, said
the fact that the bombings in Central America have killed thousands
and injured hundreds of thousands
is not well known here.
At the present, 38,000 people
have
"disappeared"
in
Guatemala, and the Guatemalan
government has refused to find
them.
The U.S. government has given
$1.5 million to El Salvador and $26
million to Central America as a
whole. McConnell said the money
is being used for military purposes
like building airstrips, training
troops and "teaching torture."
McConnell gave four reasons for
the U.S. government's involvement in Central America. First,
Americans were quick to develop
the mentality of conquest and
superiority. Americans feel they
have a "manifest destiny" to conquer which reaches back to the
westward movement of the colonists.
McConnell also pointed out
American willingness to act in the
name of national security, which
reaches as far back as when
runaway slaves were killed in the
gregabon realize JUSt
how the
realconthe . . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ·
one
made
name of security.
violence in Central American is.
In 1898, a Washington Post
editorial pointed out the American
Ellwinger said it is not only an
yearning to show our strength, Mc- opportunity to protect refugees,
1154 A
A
Connell said, and this yearning is but also a chance for refugees "to
(219) 462-1
xe ve.
still present in modern times.
speak the truth" to those who will
Valparaiso, 1N 46383
Teddy Roosevelt was the first to listen.
say that the United States had the · A Nicaraguan refugee also
right to become an international spoke, through a translator, about
police power and to subdue coun- how she saw many of her compatries that are not able to take care nions die. She, her mother-in-law
of themselves. All of these factors, and her children witnessed the
McConnell said, have led to U.S. involvement in Central America.
band, whokidnapping
was a high
school
husmilitary's
of her
At the beginning of the century, 2 teacher and a college student.
percent of the population owned 75
When she denounced her buspercent of the land. When the
government took over the land,
U.S. businesses went to the leave her children behind. She said
American government. The CIA, it is hard to live here wben she is
McConnell said, planned and train- always thinking of her children
ed troops for the overthrow of the and wondering where her husband
Guatemalan government.
is.
Owners
In 1954, a military dictatorship
She added that man's law is very
R. ( R 1• ch) Herren
Ra 1ph Herren
took over in Guatemala, and lasted small compared to God's law.
for over 30 years. It was 1 a virtual Americans should not be afraid to
sk •
V
Joan Baird- Potural I
i C8 Pres. • P.R.
holocau t happening in our back break the law if necessary to help
yard," McConnell said.
the refugees.
The U.S. has had 36 military inThe here
refugees,
she said,
not
for money.
Thedoonly
terventions since the turn of the come
c ntury. McConnell said the ques- things that appear in the U.S.
tion should not be why the U.S. is papers is what is convenient for the
involved, but why Americans are American and Guatemalan
governments. The army says the
surprised at the involvement.
At a 1968 conference, the Church problem is communism but this is
took a stand with the poor of South false, she added.
Sister Darlene Nicgorski, a
America. The military didn't like
this and called the priests subver- member or the School Sisters of St.
sives and communists for raising Francis and a former missionary
to Guatemala, said Christians are
food in the fields to feed the poor
faced with a difficult dilemma
McConnell said.
The tragedy, he continued, is when they take their faith seriously. The government has put forth a
that often refugee from the
"almost
unimaginable
oppr ion" in Central and South
America cannot get political
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Wesemann Hall to be dedicated

Law Week upcoming
By Rollie Norris
Forum taff Writer

Ladies and Gentlemen. Fellow
Professionals. A bonding experience of profound significance
is about to take place within the
law school community. It is in this
ritual that we honor those heroic
figures among us who through virtue of their unceasing efforts have
risen to the Olympian heights of
academic achievement and made
the Lady Justice remove her blindfold to behold their accomplishments. This event, which
has inspired the best of our lyric
poets, is of course, the annual Law
School Luncheon.
As befits a favored child of the
Law Week ceremonies, this feast
will be held in the suitably solemn
but regally elegant environs of the
conveniently located Porter County Expo Center. The date is April
Fool's Day and the time is 12:15
p.m. , although those who wish to
arrive unfashionably early can get
in from 11:30 a.m. on. Ceremonies
should be concluded by about 2:30
p.m.

The guests of honor include
By Nadine Dahm be presenting the Lutheran view- dedication ceremony. The Rite will
students who have written honor
.Forum staff Writer
point; John Eidsmoe; a prominent begin at 3:30p.m. at the Heritage
papers this year and those who
attorney and author from Tulsa, Park Entrance. All students are
have achieved distinction in
Because of the extremely
OK., will be discussing fundamen- encouraged to attend both the convarious co-curricular activities. generous contributions of the
talism; Prof. Tom Shaffer, former vocation and the Rite on Saturday
The honor paper writers will Wesemann's, the name Wesemann
dean of Notre Dame law school and afternoon.
receive their lunch for free in an ef- Hall will follow the school of law to
current Ia w professor at
The day will then begin to wind
fort to encourage th~ir a~tendan~e. ! its new building when it is officially
Washington & Lee Law School in down with the Dedication dinner
Presumably they will still receive ! dedicated on Saturday, April 4.
Virginia, will talk about which is being held in conjunction
a full portion of the planned roast
Dedication weekend begins on
Catholicism; and Dean Glickstein with Barrister's Ball, at St. Sava 's
beef entree. Those ho~~red will Friday, April 3 and continues until
of Touro Law School in New York Serbian Hall in Hobart. A short
receive handsome certificates of Sunday, April 5. The weekend will
will represent the Jewish view- dedication speech will be given by
achievements suitable for fram- be full of receptions, speakerrs lunpoint. The symposium will be held Pres. Robert Schnabel at approxin the Classroom D from 9:30 - imately 8:10 p.m. Other speakers
ing.
cheons, convocations, and of
As this is the bicentennial year of course, the dedication of
11:45 a.m. A speaker's luncheon will follow President Schnabel.
our country's Constitution, the Wesemann hall
will follow the symposium at noon
On Sunday, the weekend will
speaker at the luncheon will be
On Friday, there will be a law
in the student lounge. Again, all come to a close with a special EcCharles Nesson, Professor of Law alumni reception in the atrium
students are welcome.
clesiastical Convocation at 10:30
at Harvard University and host of from 4 - 7 p.m. All students are
Later in the afternoon, at 2 p.m., a.m. in the Chapel. Dr. August
the PBS television series "The welcome to attend. The reception
there will be a convocation in the Mennicke, who is the first Vice
Constitution - That Delicate will then be followed by a special
Chapel. Prof. Victor Rosenblum, a President of the Lutheran Church
Balance".
recognition dinner (by special inr
professor at Northwestern Law Missouri Synod, will be giving the
In order to insure yourself a good vitation only) at Strongbow's.
School and the President of the convocation. Again, all students
seat, obtain a ticket by March 25.
Following a panel-type discusr
Association of American Law are welcome to attend all the funcThe cost is $8 for students and sion format, four speakers will
Schools CAALS), one of tions held during dedication
faculty, $10 for visitors. Tickets participate in a symposium entitlValparaiso's accrediting agencies, weekend and encourage to attend
are available from March 18 in the ed "Mission of a Church-Related
will be speaking at the convoca- the convocation and Rite on Satur- ,
Atrium from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Law School." Prof. Al Myers will
tion. Directly following the con- day afternoon.
Everyone
is
invited
to
attend.
vocation
will
the
the
Formal dress is optional.
L.._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __-_:_:_
__
_be
_
_Rite,
_....:_
_actual
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _- - - J

SBA to sponsor Barrister's Ball
By Nadine Dahm
Forum Staff Writer

On April 4, the SBA will be sponsoring its annual Barrister's Ball.
The committee planning this event
consists of Jennifer Jewell, Derla
Gross, Beth Henning, Kevin Speer
and Janice Parker. This year, Barrister's Ball will be held in conjunction with the Dedication dinner for the new law building at St.
Sava's Serbian Hall in Hobart.
Because tlie two events will be held
together, SBA is predicting that
approximately 400-450 people will
attend the function.
Tickets will cost $14 per person
and will be sold in the atrium until

co

to be roasted

on April 2
By Laurie Bigsby
Forum Staff Writer
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with cocktails. Dinner will be served promptly at 7 followed by a
short presentation by the Dedication Committee and and a short
presentation by SBA to introduce
the new SBA officers and to give
away door prizes, including gift
certificates for dinners, bottles of
alcohol and discount coupons. The
dress is semi-formal, which means
suits for guys and cocktail dresses
for the ladies.
Everyone is encouraged to attend as the evening wil1 be full of
fun and relaxation. It should be an
excellent break for all you die-hard
studiers and a wild time for all you
party fans. Don't miss it! Buy your
tickets now.

Prof. Meyer

TYPING. Legal Secretary wfth 15 years'
experience. Nothing too large or too
small. IBM word· processing. Accuracy
guaranteed. Overnight service available
at added charge. Reasonable rates.
Barb, 464-3293 after 6 p.m.

t

March 27. If no one is selling
tickets and you wish to purchase
one, you can contact any SBA
member and they will sell you a
ticket. It is important that you buy
your tickets as early as possible
because SBA must give the hall an
exact number by March 27.
The price of the ticket will include a fam1ly-style dinner of all
you can eat roast beef, roast
chicken, mostacolli and meatballs,
vegetables and chocolate cake for
dessert. There will be wine served
with dinner and an open bar. The
ticket price will also cover the
band, Monterrey, that will be playing from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.
The evening will begin at 6 p.m.

'~

• Letters
• Reports

Letter Quality Printing

~~~~~

'
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On April2, Professor Al Meyer
will be roasted at the Annual
Law Week Roast. This year the
Law Week Roast will be held at
the Machinist Union Hall located
on Highway 30.
The specifics on the Roast are
as follows: the cost of the tickets
are three dollars ($3.00) per person in advance and four dollars
($4.00) at the door. Tickets may be
purchased at a SBA table in the
atrium before the roast or from
Warren Wenzloff.
A one hundred dollar ($100)
prize will be awarded to the best
skit victimizing the roastee, Al
" my hair is naturally curly"
Meyer. Door prizes will also be
awarded to the runner-up skits.
Everyone is invited to enter a
skit and release all those pent-up
emotions on AI. Further details
about the skits are located on the
SBA bulletin board.
Let's not forget the great time
we had last year when Dean
Bodensteiner was roasted, the
"risky busness" of Scott Faurote,
the singing first year courses of
Priscilla Herochik and Cynthia
Rockwell, and Al Majer whaling
out "Burn it up Bruce Berner."
So everyone consider the
possibilities and go for it ...what
about Al Meyer, This Is Your
Life!

Law Week Schedule
March 30--Atty. Susan Loggans, a
well-known Chicago trial lawyer, will
speak. Sponsored by the Women Law
Students Association (WLSA).
March 31--Atty. Monty Preiser, a nationally known trial attorney, will speak
at 3:40 in Room A. Sponsored by the
Association of Trial Lawyers of
America (ATLA).
April 1--Law Luncheon at the Porter
County Fairgrounds and Exposition
Center. Guest speaker is Charles
Nessen, Harvard Law Professor.
April 2--Law Week Roast at the
Machinist Union on Highway 30.
April 3--Set aside for preliminary
festivities of the dedication of the new
Law School.
April 4--Barrister's Ball at St. Sava's
Serbian Hall in Hobart. Has been combined with the Dedication Dinner.
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Career Services gives seminar
By Kathy Fox
Forum Editor

The Louis and Anna Seegers
Chair is funded by a gift from
Edward Seegers, made in
memory of his parents. Seegers,
although not a graduate of the
Valparaiso University School of
Law, was an attorney and devout
Lutheran. His affiliation with
the university stemmed from his
interest in a legal education in
the context of a Christian
university.
Over the years, Seegers made
several gifts to the law school.
When the amount reached
$1,000,000, the Louis and Anna
Seegers Chair was established.
The $1,000,000 is to remain on
deposit and the income
generated from this fund is used
to pay the selected professor's
salary and fund the annual
Seegers lecture series.
One of the duties of the
Seegers professor is to arrange
for outside speakers of national
reputation to spend two to three
days on campus giving short lectures and interacting with the

students and the faculty. The
Seegers lecture series is held in
the spring. Thomas Schaffer,
former Dean of the Notre Dame
Law School; Harold Bermam,
professor at Harvard Law
School; Neil MacCormack, professor at University of Edinburgh; and Eugene Rostow, professor at Yale Law School have
been participants in the Seegers
lecture series.
Professor Louis Bartelt was
the Louis and Anna Seegers Professor from 198!11986. The
university is currently in the process of selecting a replacement
for Professor Bartelt as the
Seegers Professor.
The Seegers Professor is
selected based upon a recommendation of the law school faculty
to the President of the University. When the selection process is
completed the President of the
University will announce who
will fill the Seegers Chair. The
announcement
will
be
forthcoming .

Moot Results:
Brief Score Ranking Final Team Standing
1. Tie- Marquette, Respondent
1. John Marshall 4-0
Valparaiso, Respondent
2. Notre Dame 3-1
3. Southern Illinois, Respondent
3. Northwestern 3-1
4. Northerwestern, Respondent
4. Valparaiso 3-1
5. Notre Dame, Petitioner
5. University of Cincinatti
6.
Indiana - Bloomington,
6. De Paul University
Respondent
7. Ohio Northern University
7. Tie- Indiana - Indianapolis,
8. Ohio State University
Respondent
9. Loyola University of Chicago
John Marshall, Petitioner
10. Capital University
Northern Illinois, Respondent
11. liT - Chicago - Kent
10. Indiana - Bloomington, Peti12. University of Michigan
tioner
11. Southern Illinois, Petitioner
12. tie- U. of Wisconsin, Petitioner
Northern Illinois, Petitioner
1st Valparaiso beat Northwestern
4>yola, Petitioner
7-2
15. Loyola, Respondent
2nd Valparaiso beat Ohio State
16. tie - Northwestern, Peti- 5-4
tioner
3rd Valparaiso beat Capital !H>
Indiana - Indianapolis, Petitioner
4th Notre Dame beat Valparaiso
18. U. of Wisconsisn, Respondent 6-3
19. Valparaiso, Respondent
20. Marquette, Petitioner
21. Illinois, Petitioner
22. John Marshall, Respondent
1st Applicant, John Marshall
23. Chicago - Kent, Respondent
2nd Respondent, John Marshall
24. Illinois, Respondent
3rd Applicant, Valparaiso
25. Notre Dame, Respondent
4th Applicant, Loyola
26. De Paul, Petitioner
5th Respondent, Valparaiso

Round-by-Round

Memorial Rankings.

On February 25, the Career Services Offices presented two
seminars, one for men and one for
women, on "Projecting a Professional Image."
"You and I have less than ten
seconds to make a good first impression and we'd better make it
good the first time," said Mary
Jane Cross, President of ' Image
Development, which advises firms
and their employees on appropriate dress and demeanor.
When someone first sees you,
they make decisions about your
education, economic status, how
you feel about yourself, and
various other factors, all without
your ever saying a word. That is
what makes your appearances so
very important, Cross said.
"Our appearance is the loudest,
nonverbal language we have. Once
we adequately take care of that in
the privacy of our home in the morning, we can spend the rest of our
day on more important things,"
Cross said.
"It may not seem fair," Cross
continued, "that people judge us on
the way we appear, bilt that's
simply the way life is." As long as
we are in this world, that is what
we have to cope with.
Image consultants often get
undeserved bad press. Cross said
people often think that consultants

try to make others, especially
politicians, appear differently than
they actuaJly are. People should
not think of their image as phony
but as a projection of who they actually are.
People's images are always
changing, Cross said, and they project different images during different periods of their lives. For
example, someone in his thirties
would not want to project the same
image he did when he was in junior
high.
"Think about where you come
from," Cross said. A person's
family life and parents had a big
impact on him, but he is doing
things now that are moving him in
a different area.
"Where are you today? Who do
you want to be tomorrow?" Cross
asked. A person's image should be
a progressive thing, but a sense of
"presence" can make or break
what a person can do in his or her
chosen profession.
For women, fashion suits might
take away from the professional
look. If a woman likes the suits, she
should wear them only on
weekends when she is away from
the office.
Cross also cautioned women to
wear dresses cautiously. A jacket
should alwaysbe worn with a
dress. Dresses, she added should
not be worn on interviews - suits
are much more professionallooking.

Blouses are very important accessories for women. Women can
take a very conservative suit and
give it a little "oompf" with the
right blouse.
The skirt and suit should be matched, and pants are out, Cross
said. The classic suit with a pretty
color of shirt, perhaps in a contrasting color, present a professional image. Smokers should not
offend with their smoke. People
are getting to the point where they
will not tolerate smoke. If a
smoker goes to an interview, he
should wait to see if anyone else is
smoking before he "lights up".
The professional should also
wear fabrics that do not wrinkle. A
person can wear 100 percent wool
all year long if she is careful about
the weight of the wool. Silk and
ra)tllk~iscdle ngndller fm.iaa~
cessory for women. · The woman
should ·not pencil her eyebrows, but
scruffy eyebrows are also "out". A
woman should also wear minimal
make-up.
The woman should be careful in
using belts. If worn correctly, a
belt can give the woman a chic, upto-date look.
Red can be a "power" color for
women, but they may not want to
usurp this. Other goOd colors for
women include grays, browns and
burgundy.
Men should not wear pastel colors, black or yellow.

Loesch invited to speak
Peace activist Juli Loesch has
been invited by the law school's
Jus Vitae organization to·present
her views of nuclear morality
and legality. Her talk on "The
Nuclear Deterrent: Just or Unjust?" has been scheduled for
Thursday, April 9 at 3:40 in
Classroom C. Critical discussion
of all sides of the issue will
follow.
Loesch will comment in particular upon the attempted use of
the necessity .d efense by the
"Plowshare" protesters. That
group recently hammered upon
various nuclear weapon carrying
devices, supposedly rendering
them inoperative and causing
$400,000 damage.
Jus Vitae has focused upon the

necessity defense during this
past year for its amicus curiae
brief in the unrelated Florida
case of Joan Andrews. Andrews
was sentenced to five years in
prison after unsuccessfully attempting to dismantle a suction
machine in an abortion clinic.
Author of several books of
poems and stories, Loesch has
worked in support of migrant
labor, pro-life, women's shelters,
and prison ministry as well as
the anti-war movement. A contributing editor of the New Oxford Review, she has been widely published in journals such as
The Other Side and SALT. In 1986, Loesch was given the
Catholic Press Association Journalism Award. She has been arrested for handing out anti-arms-

race literature at Rockwell International and for "depredation of
government propery" at the
Pentagon.
"Jus Vitae takes no official
position for or against Juli's
views," said the group's president, law student Deb Dubovich,
"but we think they deserve a
hearing."
Dubovish explained, "Jus
Vitae is against all intentional
taking of innocent human life. In
some areas, such as abortion and
infanticide, it's obvious that life
is being purposely destroyed.
But at least some nuclear
strategies are alleged to have a
similar inhuman aim. We need to
think more about whether or not
they do."

Symp from 4

The team came very close to qualifying for the regional final round
and possibly qualifying for the na"real effort to keep our faith on the tional finals in Boston.
church pews ... and when we
deviate from that it is called
political activity," she said.
In 1981, she went to Guatemala to
work as a Catholic sister. The first
thing she learned was a sense of
gratitude, which was a very
humbling experience.
in
Within six months, the pastor of
her group was shot and killed as a
warning. She learned very quickly
to look at things from the victim's
perspective.
Her group fled to Mexico where
the sisters stayed for a year in a
seminary. The priest there asked
them no questions because he had
heard
stories
from
the
Guatemalan peasants.
In January 1985, she and six
others were charged with an
refugee/ immigrant conspiracy for
their work in the sanctuary movement. She was later given a
Foreign Law Programs
suspended sentence.
Univ. of San Diego School of Law
She said she saw in the sancAlcala Park, San Diego CA 92110
tuary movement a chance to move
from a sense of guilt over what she
saw in Guatemala to a sense of
~lJru,~r~;ity ~.:{ ~~an Dic~p
responsibility by preparing
r fugees to move to church sanctuaries
.
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On Campus
MELK
Law students spend countless
hours indoors, studying to be the
lawyers of tomorrow. At Valparaiso
University School of Law, however,
many law students are seizing the
moment to take part in the outdoors
too.
This is reflected in the formation
of the Midwest Environmental Law
Cal.ICI.E (MELK), a newly created law
student organization that expects to
have an impact on environmental
issues as well as increase people's
awareness of the environmental problems existing today.
"I'm excited about what this
organization has the potential to accomplish,'' said caucus president Tim
Baker, a first-year law student. "We
are planning some excellent programs. Also, the interest from the
students and faculty is very positive
and supportive."
Baker was elected president at the
caucus' organizational meeting Feb.
11. MELK's other officers are Bill
Hefron, vice president, Scott Ellis,
secretary and treasurer, Barbara
Bolling. Prof. Robert F. Blomquist, a
former environmental litigator in
New Jersey, is the MELK faculty advisor. Blomquist, who drafted the
group's charter and bylaws, was the
creative force behind the law caucus.
More than 50 students and faculty
members have signed the charter.
"I think there is a great need and
a great potential. Blomquist said fo
the caucus. "Having a law students
involved has enormous potential
benefit." Blomquist said being
associated with the law school and

Valparaiso University in general provides the caucus with additional
resources, such as the research
materials in the law school library,
and lends credibility to the organization.
Hefron, MELK vice president,
agrees. "I believe this group could
easily be the dominant environmentla group in the area,"
Hefron said. •'Being associated with
the law school gives us a lot of
credidability. "It's going to open a
lot of doors."
The law caucus hosted its first
event Feb. 25 with the showing of
"Toxic Trials" a NOVA film that
detailed the origins of hazardous
wastes in Wobourn, Mass. About 30
caucus members attended the film,
which also discussed the problems
involved in linking health problems
to environmental causes.
MELK's second event is planned
for 3:40 p.m. April 7 at the law
school. Three speakers have been invited to attend to discuss an assortment of problems relating to the environment in this area. Attending
will be Dr. R. Hiebert from the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore to
discuss dunes and lake issues,
Ronald Novak, head of the air pollution control for Hammond, and Jeff
Cefali, an attorney and environmentalist with People Against Hazardous Landfills, Inc. Mter their
presentations, the speakers will
answer questions from the audience.
The caucus officers are in the process of making appointments to
MELK committees. The committees
are public relations, membership,
programs and research. The committees will be influenetial in guiding
the direction the environmental
group takes in the future.
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PAD
Thank you to everyone who gave
blood at the February 10 Red Cross
Bloodmobile. Your participation
was appreciated.
Another successful T-shirt sale
was held on February 9-11. Watch
the PAD bulletin board for dates
and times for distribution.
PAD elections were held on
February 24-25. New officers for
1987-1988 are: Justice - Perry
Browder, Vice Justice - Donald
Lee, Clerk - Nadine Dahm,
Treasurer- Kevin Speer, Marshall
-Alex Tzallus, Executive Director
- Daneene Mitchell, and Rush
Directors - Vick Rau and Janice
Parker. Congratulations! The new
officers will be installed during a
regular meeting.
Anyone interested in playing
softball this spring sign up on the
bulletin board and/ or see Keith
Henry.

ATLA
Due to the fact that ATLA
assisted Judge James Richards
with his trial in the Lawrence vs.
Drake (a civil rights claim arising
out of an alleged malicious prosecution) at the law school, our
February speaker was cancelled.
Attorney Robert Blomquist's
speech on "Environmental Torts"
will be rescheduled later.
Our next speaker is scheduled
for Tuesday, March 31, 1987 and is
tentatively scheduled for 1:30 p.m.
Please watch the boards for the
correct time and place. Attorney
Monty Preiser will speak on "How
to Properly Investigate and
Prepare a Medical Malpractice

page 7
Case." Mr. Preiser is a 1976
graduate of the West Virginia
University Law School and is an
active member of ATLA, the
Melvin Belli Society, the ABA, the
West Virginia Trial Lawyers Assn.
and the West Virginia Bar Assn.
Mr. Preiser is also a member of
the New York Trial Lawyers
Assn., the American College of
Legal Medicine, the Roscoe Pound
Foundation, the American Arbitration Ass., MENSA and the Pittsburgh Institute of Legal Medicine.
In addition to the above, Mr.
Preiser is co-author of the book
"Handling Soft Tissue Injury
Cases" and co-editor of ATLA's
Handbook for a Student Trial Advocacy Program. Mr. Preiser has
also written numerous articles.
Please see our bulletin board for a
sampling of Mr. Preiser's articles.
Mr. Preiser has also lectured extensively for ATLA: for the Ohio,
Kansas, Alabama, North Dakota,
Kentucky, Oklahoma, Tennessee,
Mississippi, Idaho, and New
Jersey Barrs, the National College
of Advocacy, at the Melvin Belli
Seminars, etc. Please see Mr.
Preiser's curriculum vitae which
will be posted on our bulletin board
for a more in-depth discussion of
his accomplishments.
ATLA welcomes its newest
members - Nadine Dahm, Judy
Menor. Shirley Comer, Stacy
Spalding and Jeffrey Sturm. We
now have a total membership of 43.

WLSA
On Monday, Feb. 23 Professor
Fred Patten spoke on "Poverty
and Social Welfare in the U.S.- The
Lawyer's Role as Policymaker."
Professor Patten's speech was
substituted in place of the Comparable Worth panel discussion
because we were unable to find a
convenient time for all the
panelists' schedules. We will at-

tempt to hold the panel discussion
next year.
Our next speaker will be Chicago
trial attorney Susan Loggans. Ms.
Loggans will speak on "Voir Dire:
Seeking the Open-Minded Peer."
On Monday, March 30, 1987, at 3:40
p.m. in Room A. Ms. Loggans is a
1974 graduate of DePaul University College of Law and is an active
member of the Assn. of Trial
Lawyers of America, the
American Bar Assn., the Illinois
Trial Lawyers Assn. and the
Chicago Bar Assn. Ms. Loggans is
also a member of the Florida Trial
Lawyers Assn., the Illinois Bar
Assn., the Florida Bar Assn., the
Florida Assn. of Women Lawyers
and the Lawyer-Pilots Bar Assn.
Ms. Loggans lectures frequently
nationally. She has lectured at the
31st Annual Advocacy Institute at
the University of Michigan; at the
National College of Advocacy at
Georgetown University, Reno,
Nevada and at Harvard Law
School; at the Melvin Belli
Seminars; the Illinois Trial
Lawyers Assn.; the Assn. of Trial
Lawyers of America, etc. In addition to the above, Ms. Loggans has
written numerous articles. Please
see our bulletin board for a
seleciton of her articles. Ms. Loggans will be our last speaker for
the year.
Elections for next year's officers
will be held in April. Anyone interested in running for President,
Vice-President or SecretaryTreasurer should inform Robin
Smith (Locker 298) as soon as
possible.

DTP
The Delta Theta Phi law fraternity
is tentatively planning another party

for March 27. Exact time and location will be announced later.
A guest speaker is tentatively
scheduled for the week following
Law Week. Watch the board for
more information.
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Patten speaks on Poverty and Welfare in the U.S.
By Kathy fox
Forum Editor

On Feb. 23, Fred Patten, professor of soc~ology at Purdue
North Central, spoke on "Poverty
and Social Welfare in the U.S.:
The
Lawyer's
Role
as
Policymaker.' '
Patten said poverty is the
number one social issue facing the
United States today. He felt it was
particularly relevent to talk to
lawyers and law students about
this problem, since the legal profession tends to make social policy
in our society. He based this on the
fact that most politicians are
lawyers ; those that are not
lawyers use lawyers when they
draft legislation.
he added, though, that very little
real jstic discussion occurs,
although many myths about poverty exist in our society.
The federal government defines
poverty as follows. "A family is
poor if its household income is less
than three times the cost of a
humanly nutritious diet.'' The
government is basically saying
that a family should spend onethird of its income on food, but this
statistic from a sociology study is
one of the most widely debatable
figures the government uses.
For example, some people said
that one-half of the median income
level should be used to determine
the poverty level.
Patten said the government
recognizes we have a number of
people in our society who are poor.
In 1983, a family of four which had
a household income of $10,158 or

less was living in poverty.
However, if a person worked 40
hours a week, 52 weeks a year, at
the minimum wage of $3.335 an
hour, he would earn only $6,968 a
year (before taxes are taken out).
Patten said the federal government sets both the poverty level
and the minimum wage. These are
set so that a person working at the
minimum wage level is destined to
live in poverty.
The American taxpayer is forced
to pick up the "slack" in social
benefits such as Medicaid and sub-

sidized housing when industry
pays its employees the minimum
wage.
in 1966, 14.7 percent of
Americans were living in poverty;
in 1982, 15 percent were in poverty,
Patten said. Over a 26 year period,
the poverty level increased slightly. It dropped in the early '70s, but
rose again when Reagan took office. Patten added that the level
does not depend on which political
partyt is in power.
The Reagan administration

and say the problem is cultural.
Poverty provides scapegoats for
society. It is easier for Americans
to attack those with the least
amount of power rather than those
at the top who make public policy.
If there were no unemployment,
Patten said, we would all be competing against each other for jobs
and would not be able to get people
to be housekeepers or garbage collectors. This makes unemployment beneficial for society and the
people at the top are not going to
change this.
Welfare recipients are blamed
for all kinds of problems in our
society, Patten said. One myth is
that people prefer welfare to working. Most of those on welfare are
unable to work because of their
disabilities, health or age. (41 percent of those on welfare of
children.)
Other myths include the belief
that most welfare recipients are
black, that they have lots of
children (most actually have only
one or two children) and that they
are alcoholics.
Patten said tax credits are in
essence "welfare for the rich." If
all that money were actually collected, we could remove poverty in
the United States.
Patten said we need to bring
about a more equal distribution of
wealth in order to remove poverty.
Social welfare is designed simply
as a pacifier to keep people quiet
and society "needs to feed these
people soine wealth.''
The talk was sponsored by the
Women Law Students Association
<WLSA).

believes that stopping welfare
benefits and reducing poverty can
be accomplished by the ''trickle
down" theory of economics. Patten
said throwing money at the poor
might ease the problem of poverty
for a while, but it will not solve the
problem.
The modern popular theory is
that poverty is caused by some sort
of cultural deficiency. Patten said
we can determine whether the problem is cultural by looking at subcultural groups and seeing
whether some have a higher
percentage of poor than other
groups have.
If poverty is a cultural problem,
then poverty should be distributed
through these groups. If it is not,
then society has somehow structured poverty.
If the problem was that individuals simply did not know how
to manage their money and succeed in life (in other words, a
cultural problem), then social
workers could go to these people's
homes, teach them how to cook
nutritious meals and manage their
money, and thus eliminate poverty.
The fact is, Patten said, that
poverty is not random but is a
societal problem. Simply
motivating poor people to work
harder will not solve the problem.
Patten said the change in the
economy is what is causing poverty. Since America is moving from
a manufacturing to a service
economy, we need to look for an
economic rather than a social solution. However, people find it much
easier to leave things as they are

are r erv1ces g1ves law semi ar
By Nadine Dahm
Forum Staff Writer

On Feb. 18, the Career Services
Office gave a seminar entitled
"Law Related Careers."
The seminar featured four attorneys who had chosen to use
their law school training in lawrelated careers, rather than the
"traditional" career paths.
Mary Squyers, a government affairs attorney with Sears &
Roebuck Co., gave the students an
inside perspective on what it is like
to work for a big corporation. According to Ms. Squyres, when you
work in a corp., "you're working
with a very funny client." Half of
the time you are the in-house
lawyer, but the rest of your time is
devoted to the business aspect of
the corp. ; therefore, you must
have some interest in business or
you will not survive in a corporation.
Usually, if you are interested in
working for a corp., you will have
to take a lesser position in the corp.
and then work your way up. Most
corporations will start their attorneys out at a higher salary than
they could earn in a law firm, but
uming you are in line for an
eventual partnership, your earning
potential is much higher in a law
firm . However, the current trend
in corporations indicates that they
will be much more competitive
salary-wise in the future.
Ms. Squyres stated that one of
the most important things to do if
you are interested in working for a
corp. is talk to as many people as
possible within the corp. before
" taking the plunge" . You should
find out as much as possible about
the corporation and its structure.
It is also important to talk to the
non-lawyers within the corp. to get
a general idea of how they feel
about the attorneys within the
corp. as well as the role they play.
That way, you will get a better idea

of whether or not a corporation is
the right choice for you.
Patricia Morris, an attorney
with Northern Indiana Bank, also
chose to follow a different career
path. In obtaining her job, Ms.
Morris bypassed the personnel
department and went directly to
the president of the bank by making an appointment with him. She
stated that the personnel department is generally more interested
in hiring adaministrative people
rather than professionals. In order
to get your foot in the door, you
need to talk to someone who will be
able to hire you. Timing is also
very important.
Ms. Morris also believed that it
was a good idea to take a lesser
position to start with and then work
your way up. This will enable you
to obtain a broader background as
well as greater insight of the corp.
in order to bcome a more vital part
of the corp.
"Currently, job advancement in
the banking industry is going
wild," according to Ms. Morris.
She also stated that while banking
jobs do not pay as well as law
firms, the possibilities for advancement are endless.
The third speaker was Maureen
Willett from State Farm Insurance. Like the· others, Ms.
Willett also took a lesser position
with State Farm before moving into her current position as in-house
counsel. As all employees of State
Farm begin, Ms. Willett began as a
claim representative. "After practicing law for a year, it was bard to
handle being a claim rep," stated
Ms. Willett, " but in the long run it
was worth it. "
Although there are no absolutes
in corporate work, the potential is
endless. Ms. Willett stated that she
was promoted rather quickly and
since that time, she has gained
many hours of valuable court experience.
One of the biggest advantages of

working with a corporation such as
State Farm is the fact that you can
do and become virtually anything
you want if the position is open and
you are qualified. The range of opportunities available include:
moving up in the management
structure, going into corporate
law, becoming a claims supervisor, and working in the personnel
department or as an underwriter.
However, in order to really move
up, you must be mobile.
The final speaker was Mr.
Hyten. Of the four, Mr. Hyten's
career is probably the most unique. He works for the FBI.
In order to obtain a job with the
FBI, you must go through an extensive screening process. The
first step is the preliminary application. Next, if your application

is accepted, you must take a written test. If your score on the exam
is competitive, you will then be
given an oral interview. However,
even if you get an interview, there
are no guarantees that you will get
the job.
You are also required to pass an
extensive background test as well
as complete a 16 week training program. The training program, is a
paid program conducted in a
campus-type environment in
Virginia. At the camp, you will be
instructed in three main areas:
firearms, physical fitness and in a
classroom. In order , to finally
become an FBI agent,. you must
pass a test in each of the three
areas of instruction.
Upon passing the test, you will be
gi~en your first job assignment.

Although you can request a
specific area of the country for
your first assignment, you do not
really have a choice. You must go
where you are assigned. Your first
assignment will usually be in a
small to medium sized office and
last from two to four years. After
completing your first assignment,
you will then be assigned to one of
the top twelve offices in a major city.
While working for the FBI may
not be for everyone, those who do
get accepted and fulfill all the
prerequisiteS wilr find that it is a
very stable and secure job with
many fringe benefits such as high
starting salary, vacation and sick
leave, and excellent health and insurance plans.

Sports:
By Troy Swanson
Sports Editor

Basketball - The Depraved
Hearts reigned as independent
league champions remaining
undefeated until the all-campus
tournament. The DH lost to Lambda Chi in the all University Championship to Lambda Chi Alpha who
was the winner of the All Univeristy Tournament. Coach Digger
Mike Burtow said that it was a long
season and staying undefeated was
virtually impossible "we just had a
bad day."
Swimming - The water dynasty
continued for its third year in a
row. Despite one swimmer forgetting to swim in his race, the
Depraved Hearts wiped out their

closest opponents 72-34. Coach
John Halluey is given the credit for
his fine recrUiting job in obtaining
the best swimmers possible.
Water Basketball - Again, the
water dynasty is back looking to
win for their second year in a row
in the All University Tournament.
The Depraved Hearts are picked to
win their semi-finals against Phi
Psi's by twenty points. The DH are
also favored·to win the finals.

..

Mise: Watch the board for Softball, Badmitten, and track
signups. Depraved Hearts have
already captured two All University events and are looking for three
more in waterbasketball,
volleyball and badmitten.

